





CANDID SHOTS OF GENIUS AT WORK .. «+ THE MAESTRO TELLS ALL ABOUT IT 























PCA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETS 


The PCA Executive Council met at 
Willow Grove, Pa., on June 28 and 29. 
Those present were: John and Virginia 

_Case, Eastern Pa.; Olive and Bruce 
Toombs, Conn.; Doug Grewer and Robert 
McCarthy, New York; Charles Fowler, 
Northern N.J.; Robert Jamison, N.J.; 
Earl and Mary Kirschbaum, Mich.; Tomi 
Thompson, Ohio; Ray Pitts, Rhode Island; 
Gamble Mann, John and Betty Snyder, Bill 
and Virginia Sholar and Dick Hall, Poto- 


mac Region. 


The constitution and bylaws prepared 
by the Constitution Committee was sub- 
mitted for discussion and explained by 
Gamble Mann, who prepared the final 
draft. After discussion (lasting far 
into the night), the bylaws were en- 
dorsed by the Council. Copies of the 
bylaws will be available at the Annual 
Meeting (Porsche Parade in August) when 
they will be adopted by the membership. 











The president announced the appoint- 


ment of the following Nominating Committee: 


Harvey Brown, Potomac Region, chairman; 
John Case, Eastern Pennsylvania, and 

Earl Kirschbaum, Michigan. The committee 
will select a slate of candidates for 
PCA officers for the year 1958, which 
will be announced at the Annual Meet - 
ing in August. Voting will be by mail 
ballot of all the membership. 


The proposed PCA tour to Stuttgart 
and the International Porsche Rally at 
Meran was discussed at some length. 
John Schlager, representative of Luft- 
hansa Airlines, presented the facts 
and figures on travel by chartered 
plane. It was decided that there was 
not sufficient time available for the 
Tour to be made this year as a PCA 
project. (See article elsewhere in 
this Panorama.) 


The Porsche Parade was discussed and 
plans crystallized. (See Parade de- 
tails in this issue.) 


The Council held two sessions, Fri 
day night and Saturday morning, and 
will meet again at the Annual Meeting. 


PCA EUROPEAN TREK POSTPONED 


On several occasions, the possibi- 
lity of PCA'ers attending the Meran 
Rally in October has been discussed. 
We find, after digging into the sub- 
ject, that this is not a project that 
can be tossed off in a hurry. 


The most inexpensive operation (and 
probably the most ideal) would be to 
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charter a flight directly to Stuttgart, 
since we all want to visit the factory. 
However, this would require a minimum 
of 75 passengers to make it worth 
while, and it would call for consider 
able planning well in advance - at 
least eight months. On a chartered 
flight basis, with approximately 75 
PCA'ers going, the fare would be re- 
duced to about $300.00 round trip, 
which isn't too bad. 


The factory has no cars available 
for rent or loan - but we could all 
plan to pick up new cars at factory 
cost; as a sample, the cost of a new 
1600 N Coupe, ex-factory, is $2750.00. 
Return freight is about $175, and duty 
approximately $200.00. So, let's start 
to think about this now for 1958. In- 
cidentally, the International Porsche 
Rally is something to remember. 
Porsches from all over Europe rally 
to Meran, in the foothills of the 
Alps, participate in a tricky gymk- 


,hana, enjoy the hospitality of Ferry 


Porsche and socialize with Porsche 
pushers from all the world at balls, 
dances and gala affairs. 


PARADE DRIVERS' SCHOOL TO FEATURE TOP 
INSTRUCTORS 


The Drivers' School, a feature event 
at the Parade, will have some of the 
best Porsche drivers in the country 
for instructors. 


The School will be directed by 
Charlie Wallace, co-driver of the 
winning Spyder at Sebring and top 
Class F (MOD) driver in the U.S. 
Dick Nash, who has been out in front 
in his 1600 S Speedster in almost 
every race this year will be assistant 
director - and their staff will have 
such names as Bengt Soderstrom, Dick 
Thompson, John Snyder. We hope to 
have ten instructors for all the 
"students", 


The School will not feature race 
driving only, but will be slanted so 
that we may all have an opportunity to 
learn how to drive the Porsche more 
skillfully and to get the most out of 
the car. 


Be sure to sign up early for this 
event if you are interested. 


PORSCHE PARADE NOTES: - Charles Biedler, 
Langhorne, Pa., was the first PCA'er to 
register at the Motel Washingtonian. 
Have you sent in your entry and made 
your reservations? 


SUPPLIERS TO PARTICIPATE IN PARADE 


Luke Ziluca, in charge of technical 
events at the Parade, has lined up a 
program that will be of interest to all 
PCA'ers. 


Mr. Thomas Belger, vice-president of 
Castrol Oils Inc.,will be present with 
technical representative, Mr. Harold 
Hughes. Perhaps this will be your 
opportunity to settle the Castrol v. 
Brand X question once and for all. 


Mr. Truman T. Stevens, Assistant Sales 
Manager of the Robert Bosch Corp., will 
present a program on the ignition sys- 
tem and spark plugs, with his assistant, 
Mr. Robert Muller. Mr. A. T. Schlidge, 
President of Conti Rubber Products 
(Continental Tires) will also be with 
us to better acquaint us with his pro- 
ducts. 


This program of Luke's is something 
you can't afford to miss. Send in 
your registration now, 


PORSCHE MECHANICS WILL TEST DRIVE 
YOUR CAR 


One of the features offered by the 
factory at the Parade will be an analy- 
sis of your car by factory mechanics, 
who will test drive it and give you a 
written check-out and recommendation 
sheet. 


In addition, technical talks will 
feature production changes and modifi 
cations; general maintenance and ad- 
justments; dealer-owner-Hoffman rela- 
tionships, warranty, parts, etc.; 
driving. 


The factory will have present Erich 
Filius, Porsche Factory representative 
for the U.S.; Herbert Dramm, Factory 
Consulting Engineer; Wolfgang Rietzl, 
factory trouble-shooter; Karl Grassow, 
Parts Manager, Hoffman. 


SOME MORE PARADE NOTES 


Although the deadline for early 
$12 registrations for the PARADE has 
passed, there is still time to get 
your entry in if you act promptly. 


Just take a look at the scheduled 
program and see if you can bear to 
miss it. Sorry there is no break- 
down of registration fee for indivi- 
dual days. If you cannot get to 
Washington until Saturday, Aug. 24, 
you can attend the Victory Dinner 
for the cost of the dinner only... 


$5.00. BUT this means no PARADE 
kit (and they're worth having this 
year), no door prize, no trophies, 
AND we must have your reservation 
for dinner in by August 19. 


Nonmembers of PCA who own Porsches 
are cordially invited to attend the 
PARADE. However, only members are 
eligible for trophies and door 
prizes. SEND YOUR ENTRY BLANK OR 
LETTER AND CHECK FOR $15.00 BY 
AUGUST 15 to 


PCA PARADE 
c/o Ken Twigg, Treas. 


3312 Perry Street 
Mt. Ranier, Md. 


SEND YOUR MOTEL RESERVATION DIRECT TO 
Motel Washingtonian 
Route 240 
Gaithersburg, Md, 


Rates: $12 double; $8 single. 


PARADE PROGRAM (Subject to Change) 


Wed., Aug. 21 





A.M, - Registration, time to clean up 
cars for concours, and welcome 
meeting. 


P.M. - Technical meeting (Bosch or 
Castrol), concours, test drives 
by factory personnel, cocktail 
party. 


Thurs., Aug. 22 





A.M. - Technical meeting, Porsche staff. 


P.M. - Acceleration trials, test drives 
by factory personnel, technical 
meeting (Castrol or Bosch), Por- 
sche Sebring Film 


Fri., Aug. 23 





A.M, - Drivers School, test drives. 
P.M. - Gymkhana, free evening. 


Sat., Aug. 24 





A.M. - Rallye 


P.M. - Business meeting, Victory Din- 
ner, awards, door prizes, etc. 


(Swimming parties and informal get- 
togethers will be organized as time 
permits.) 
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS 


Northern New Jersey Region 





The first meeting of the NNJ Region 
got off to a flying start on May 25, 
with approximately 24 Porsches, 3 
People's Wagens and 1 American car (how 
did he get in?) bringing 51 people to 
gether to eat, to talk Porsche, to lis- 
ten and to see some. excellent movies. 


Chuck Fowler presided over the meet- 
ing and greeted the members and guests. 


Since this was the first meeting of 
the group, three forms were handed out 
to the members upon arrival. The first 
explained what is expected to happen in 
the near future and how the success of 
the group can be guaranteed. The se- 
cond was an activities form designed 
to find out what the members wanted in 
the organization and some of the pro- 
blems expected to be alleviated. The 
third form was a meeting reaction form 
designed to find out how successful 
the meeting was. According to the 
activities form, 100% of the members 
present wanted a Region organized. The 
meeting reaction form showed that this 
meeting was generally rated excellent. 
And with practice, we should get 
better! 


After the essential business was 
finished, Chuck introduced Bengt Soder- 
strom and Lake Underwood, SCCA Class 
E and F point champions for 1956, 
Wolfgang Reitzl, factory mechanic, 

Lou Jenewin, Porsche dealer from Linden, 
and Hans Ziereis, Lou's mechanic. 


Bill Sholar summarized the growth 
of PCA, and predicted NNJ Region would 
have smooth sailing; Karl Grassow spoke 
of the distributor, dealer and owner 
relationships and made the interesting 
observation that the Porsche owners 
appeared to be a breed of people whose 
quality is reflected in the cars they 
drive; and Erich Filius spoke on the 
efforts of the factory to produce a 
quality automobile, explaining that 
the factory frowns on the "do-it- 
yourself"movement of the U. S., as 
the factory feels it knows best about 
what to do with the car. (However, he 
conceded that the factory might be 
wrong.) 


To close the meeting, two movies were 


shown, "It All Adds Up", courtesy of 
Hoffman-Porsche, and "1957 Sebring", 
courtesy of PCA, 


The NNJ Region would like to thank 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Beidler and Mr. & 
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Mrs. John Case, Eastern Penna. Region, 
and John Schlager, Greater NY Region, 
for attending the meeting. John Briggs, 
(non-PP) made the excellent pictures 
shown, under very difficult conditions, 
--Submitted by Robert E. Hammett 


.. 


Top to Bottom 

Head Table: Bill Sholar, Karl Grassow, 
Charlee Fowler, Erich Filius, Herry 
Cusack, and Bob Hammett 

Erich Filius, Forsche Factory Rep. 


Bob Jamison, Southern N.J. Reg. Dire 


The fast but gentle Svenska, Bengt Soderstrom 





Sy 


Eastern Michigan Region 





Don Wester was one of the organiz- 
ers, workers and participants in the 
Eastern Mich. Region SCCA drivers 
school held at the Grayling Airport. 
Of course, wherever there are events, 
Porsches are to be found, usually 
carrying away the honors. This was 
Michigan's first drivers school, and 
it also featured a sprint race and an 
endurance race. In the endurance race, 
Don Wester took first in his new 
Carrera Speedster, and Earl Kirsch- 
baum in his 1600N Convertible edged 
out a Triumph for second, in the under 
2 litre class. Modified went to Jack 
Manting in his Porsche Spyder. In tk 
Class 3 sprint race, Schragle in a 
Porsche Coup took first, with Earl 
Kirschbaum in his 1600N convertible 
taking third. 


Greater New York Region 





Great success is reported from this 
Region's Mechanics School. Still more 
sessions are planned for the future, 
as approximately 45 students have 
attended previous sessions, bringing 
along notebooks and shop manuals. 
Classes have been instructed by Mr. 
Herbert Dramn. 


CHRISTOPHORUS BINDERS AVAILABLE 


Hoffman Publications Department has 
asked us to publicize the Christophorus 
binder, available in a limited quantity 
(100). It is a paper binder, holds 
about six issues, with a red paper 
cover. If wanted, send 75¢ to Mr. 
Arthur Kortheuer, Hoffman Service 
Stations, Inc., 405 East 76th Street, 
New York 21, New York. 


Don't forget -- PCA'ters get a dis- 
count on subscriptions tq Christophorus. 
We have application blanks or write to 
Hoffman direct; for PCA'ers (be sure to 
mention you are), $2.60 per year. 





Bruce Fatterson's 2 beeuties... the coupe for sale 


CLASSIFIED COLUMN 


FOR SALE: 1954 Coupe (see attached 
picture). $2,600. Contact Bruce 
Patterson, 417 Shell Building, Hous- 
ton 2, Texas. 


FOR SALE: 1955 1500 Ivory Coupe with 
Sliding roof, Telefunken pushbutton 
radio, fog lights, etc. 19,000 miles. 
Contact Capt. Michael Stevens, 900 
25th Street, N.W., Washington 7, D.C. 
FEderal 3-1886. 


FOR SALE: (1) Porsche Speedster 1600 
Super, 6,000 miles, better than new, 
$3,500. (2) BMW "328" rebuilt at 
factory, special 115 hp engine with 
Vandervall bearings. Mille Miglia 
brakes. Close ratio gearbox. Spare 
engine, gearbox and rear drive with 
lower ratio. Winner 1952 Alpine 
Rally. Make offer. Joseph Hilton, 
102 Jefferson Street, Hoboken, N.J. 


FOR SALE: 1955 1500 Convertible, 18,000 
miles, no racing. Firm selling price 

is $2,675 (car needs new paint job, and 

this: is taken into consideration in the 

price). Henry A. Scheel, Masons Island, 
Mystic, Conn. 





Earl Kirschbaum, 2nd in his lst time out. 


Jack Manting and 550 at Grayling 





















































NATIONAL ROAD RACES, ELKHART LAKE, a thrill to him, though, as it was 
WISCONSIN - JUNE 23 his first National race, } 





The Road America is undoubtedly epoguction Class G was won by Al Allin 
the finest road track in America - < — Rapids in an Alfa Romeo Giul. 
four miles of rolling wooded land. Ph er. Sports Class H was won by 
The longest straightaway is .77 mi. ruce Townsend, Hudson, I1l., in a 
long and there are nine good turns 





plus four bends. In spite of the Don Wester's parents had not been 
nearly 23,000 attendants and their too excited about his racing, but after 
freedom to roam along both sides of this performance, his mother was heard 
the four miles, the crowd control was to say "Don, you should get some nicer 
excellent. ™ublic address systems coveralls." 

were positioned all along the track. 

The communications between important PCA'ers will remember seeing Richert's 
corners and the announcer were rapid. white Speedster on the cover of PANO 
Progress of hot contests were report- after he won the 1955 GAMR. 

ed all the way around the track. All 

events started on time. PCA is grate- SECOND RACE - 20 laps, 80 miles. Sports 
ful to SCCA and Road America, Inc. for E, F&G. 

permitting your reporter to enter all 

areas in order to get the news and Class F Sports 

pictures. The only thing missing was 

a PCA sign and tent. We should arrange lst - Lake Underwood, East Orange, N.J. 
that at all major events. Many Porsche Spyder RS 


owners had never heard of PCA. 
2nd - E. P. Lunken, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
At the start of the race, the weather Ferrari Testa Rosa. 2 litre. 
was cool, overcast and dry. 
3rd - John Von Neumann, Sherman Oaks, 
FIRST RACE - 12 laps, 48 miles. Pro- Calif. Ferrari T.R. 2 litre. 
duction G&F and Sports H. 
Lake Underwood drove a perfect race; 
Class F he pulled away from the Ferraris at the 
start, held the lead and was 55 seconds 
lst - Don Wester, Flint, Mich. Carrera ahead of the number 2 car at the finish. 








Speedster. The race in this event was between the 
Ferraris in 2nd and 3rd place. They 
2nd - Ray Olsen, Park Ridge, I11. were never more than 10 carlengths apart 
Carrera Convertible, in the entire race, with Von Neumann 
ahead until the last stretch where 
3rd - Chuck Richert, Indianapolis, Ind. Lunken nosed him out for 2nd, Fourth 
1500 Super. place went to Don Sesslar in a Porsche 
Spyder. 
These three cars and Bengt Soderstrom's 
Carrera Speedster were well ahead of Class E Sports was won by Lunken in the 
the pack. On lap 4, Soderstrom spun Testa Rosa. Class G sports was taken 
out. He had been on Wester's tail by Frank Baptista in a Lotus Monza. 
until then, From lap 4 until the last 
half mile of the race, the order was After this race, there was a large 
Wester, Richert and Olson. In that crowd around Lake's Spyder, and one 
last half mile, the Carrera engine of otherwise impressed lady murmered "... 
Olson's showed itself to the 1500 S, but it has no luggage space." 
and gave Olson second spot. Richert 
deserves a great deal of credit for THIRD RACE - This event was without 
his performance in the Super. Wester Porsche interest and was for Produc- 
and Olson were in their first big race tion Classes C. D. and E. 15 laps, 
and neither has been racing long. 60 miles. Class C winner was a 300SL; 
Class D winner was an Austin-Healey 
[Ed. Note. Ray Olson reports to us 100; Class E Winner - AC Bristol. 
that this was a tough field, and he 
had quite a time as he gambled on FOURTH RACE - Production A&B and Sports 
running very hard tire pressures be- B, C and D. 38 laps, 152 miles. This 
cause of the extra weight of the was for the big boys and lacked Porsche 
Coupe v. the Speedster. The car was interest because Lake Underwood de- 
very rough to handle, as he found clined to run because of bad tires, 
out later the tire pressures had or was it because he felt satisfied? 
gone up to 56 lbs.!! It was quite lst - Walt Hansgen, D Jag; 2nd - John 
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Ray Olsen at Elkhart, 2nd place 


Fitch, D Jag; 3rd - J.M.R. Lyeth, Jr., 
Ferrari; 4th - Charlie Wallace, D Jag. 


Fitch led this race through lap 3, 
when Hansgen took over and kept the 
lead all the way. Fitch pressed him 
hard many times. The lap speeds 
started at 82 m.p.h. and were running 
84 m.p.h. by the finish. 


Charlie Wallace was scheduled to 
drive Jack Pry's Porsche RS in the 
second race but the engine parts for 
the RS, which were at LeMans, couldn't 
be obtained in time, so through some 
mean talking on the day before the 
race, Charlie got a D Jag from Briggs 
Cunningham. This was the first D Jag 
Charlie had driven, but he managed a 
fourth spot just 50 seconds behind 
the winner. He was in eighth place 
on lap 2 and was able to close the 
leader 5 seconds between lap 14 and 
31. The fastest lap of the race was 
turned in by Lyeth in the Ferrari, 
at over 83 m.p.h. 


Your writer found the 600 miles of 
65-plus m.p.h. on the turnpike, from 
Pittsburgh to Chicago cleaned out the 
engine from city driving so well that 
it has never run better. Can't help 
thinking this is the type driving the 
car was designed for. (The boys in 
Wisconsin must keep their cars in good 
shape - even country roads are limited 
to 65 m.p.h.) 


--Ray Pitts 





Lake Underwood and "Charmer", Elkhart Lake 
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Don Wester, let at Elkhart 


LES SIX HEURES DE MARLBORAUX 


Here in the Potomac Region each 
year we have a Tiny LeMans or Little 
Sebring race which is a real show. 
While we are not too sure of the 
accuracy of the French label, we can 
guarantee that this is a real grind - 
and a great spectator show, especially 
since our local track has been length- 
ened from .8 to almost a full 2 miles. 
This is a real road course with 30-ft. 
wide straights and 40-ft. curves, lots 
of the latter. The start from in 
front of the main stands goes over a 
slight rise, into a left-right chicane, 
a tight hairpin, 3000 ft. (not too) 
straight, high speed left bend, a 
shorter straight, the dumbbell (three 
consecutive lefts with a shallow right), 
a few feet to get back to speed follow- 
ed by a fast sweeping right turn, then 
the darndest three radius (all decreas- 
ing) right, over the hump into the 
oval (left and a full drift for 180°), 
past the stands and all over again. 


Our favorite, the Jack Pry 550A RS 
driven by Charlie Wallace and Charlie 
Sarle let us down this time, coming in 
fifth after five hours on three good 
and one blown (later discovered) cylin- 
ders. The day was saved for Porsche 
by the Dick Nash-Dick (Corvette) Thomp- 
son 1600S Speedster which finished se- 
cond over-all behind Jim Robinson and 
Duncan Black in an XK-SS Jag, a real 
warm (cool?) high-powered luggage rack 
with full windscreen and a top. The 
Jag covered 180 laps against, 177 for 
the Porsche, which is a small differ- 
ence for a race of this length. The 
1600 won first in class and first in 
index for production cars, while the 
Wallace-Sarle Spyder finished first 
in index for modified cars with 174 
laps. Incidentally, the 1600 had a 
13-minute pit stop in the third hour 
with a broken throttle linkage. A 


eeedrift to next page 











piece of rope finally got it back in 
the running and this held out for the 
last three hours of the race. 


We welcome Dick Thompson back to 
the fold of Porsche pushers, where he 
used to shine before being lured away 
by the nameless Detroit fibre-glass 
monsters. With the withdrawal of 
Chevrolet from all forms of racing 
(along with all other U. S. manufac- 
turers) we look forward to seeing him 
back with us on a permanent basis. 
Since the owner-driver rule seems to 
have died a-bornin' perhaps Manhattan 
would like to give the Jack Pry-Wallace 
combination a little competition. 


The name of Porsche was also right 
up in the front of the sprints which 
preceded the 6-hour duel. In the first 
race for Novices, all classes, Alan 
Drew finished first in class in his 
1600S Speedster, while Don Kinney beat 
out a couple of hard-trying Alfas for 
first in Class G with his GAMR-tried 
1300 Coupe. 


In the second for G & F Production, 
Art Tweedale took first in Class F and 
over-all in a 1600S, John Holmes nailed 
third over-all and third in class, also 
in a 1600S, and the famous Kinney-Koupe 
1300 eked out a third in Class G. 


The Fourth saw a newcomer to Marl- 
boro, Bob Holbert of Warrington, Pa., 
drive a 500 RS to first over-all, first 
in class and a new track lap record of 
1:40.9. As usual, this was a giant- 
killer performance since in the pro- 
cess, he was followed home by a 4.5 
Ferrari by over a mile, and Frank 
Baptista in a Lotus-Monza (National 
Class G Mod Champion) trailed both for 
third, Holbert almost repeated in the 
Fifth, a handicap affair, overcoming 
a dead last start to finish second 
over-all. 

LIME ROCK 


This fine new track, promising to 
be one of the better racing plants in 
the country, and evidence of a trend 
away from the monotonous airport cir- 
cuits, was inaugurated with an SCCA 
National event on June 9. 


Porsches ran true to form. Charlie 
Wallace, Index winner at Sebring and 
now tied for top standing with Lake 
Underwood of East Orange (also Porsche) 
drove the Jack Pry 550A RS to a first 
in Class F Modified confortably ahead 
of Underwood, who finished second in 
Class. First over-all was Bruce Kess- 
ler in his Testa Rosa Ferrari (class 
E). Bruce must have been well impres- 








sed with the Porsche performance for 
two weeks later he co-drove with Ed 
Hugus in the Chet Flynn 550A RS to 
eighth over-all and third in index at 
LeMans. 


Underwood put on the giant killer 
show later in the day, running with 
the big modified cars. Beaten only 
by Carroll Shelby in the 300S Mase- 
rati, Lake took such hitherto unbeat- 
able combinations as John Fitch and 
Walt Hansgen in the big D Jags, run- 
ning third and fourth, respectively. 





Most of the Kudos-winners will be 
found in the various reports of races, 
etc. in this issue. Here are a few 
others not already mentioned in this 
issue: 


"Doc" Kirschbaum, Mich., for a se- 
cond place trophy behind Don Wester, 
in Doc's first race up in Flint. 





Bengt Soderstrom, NJ, for first 
place at Mt. Equinox, class FP. 





Bob Hammett, NJ, for 8th in class 
in Delaware Valley SSC Rally. 





Ray Olson, I1l., for winning the 
Milwaukee Grand Prix regional race, 
against another Carrera. 





John Markon, Greater NY, for 5th 
in class at Cloudbank Hillclimb. John 
has just retired as editor of NY Re- 
gion's monthly newsletter, and should 
receive a great big hand for the job Nl 
he has done there, | 








Dick Nash, Fotomac Reg., Six Heures Marlboro 








NEW 


MEMBERS 





CALIFORNIA 


Wally W. Schmidt 
8543 Tio Diego Place 
La Mesa 


Robert E. Kollmar 
1855 Evergreen Street 
San Diego 6 


John D. Scheyer 
468 Jackson Street 
San Francisco 


CONNECTICUT 


Frank A. Wakefield 
Rose Haven Road 
Somers 


FLORIDA 


Russell L. Whittenberg 
1330 San Remo Drive 
Coral Gables 


M/Sgt. Martin J. Crusse 
3201 st USAF Hospital 
Box 168 

Elgin AFB 


Maurice Morrison 
2319 Castilla Isle 
Fort Lauderdale 


ILLINOIS 


Tom Malarkey 
1016 Brittany Road 
Highland Park 


Robert A. Keck 
4908 Spring Road 
Oaklawn 


KANSAS 


Paul W. Makowsky 

Process Engineering 
Socony Mobil Oil Company 
Augusta 


Marvin L. Boyce 
654 North Poplar 
Wichita 6 


MARYLAND 


Capt. W. M. Snowden 


BOQ, N.N.M.C. 
Bethesda 


Winthrop A, Matzen 
4900 Iroquois Street 
College Park 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Joseph F, Wenckus 
67 Lexington Road 
Concord 


Barron D. Knox, M.D. 
26 East Circle Drive ~* 
East Longmeadow 


Ronald J. Dempsey 
Prospect Street 
Millville 


Charles W. Creaser, Jr. 
Trysting Road 
North Scituate 


MINNESOTA 


W. R. Osberg 
3325 Minnehaha Avenue 
Minneapolis 


NEW JERSEY 


Bertram G. Bennett 
650 Robert Street 
Ridgewood 


NEW YORK 


James T. Driscoll 
9265 Shore Road 
Brooklyn 9 


Stanley M. Knapp, Jr. 
North Davis Road 
East Aurora 


Theodore T. Roper 
2903 Robins Street 
Endicott 


Irving Fliegler 
595 Madison Avenue 
New York 22 


Stephen F. Wilder 
16 East 64th Street 
New York 21 


O. Glenn Powell 
17 Maple Street 
Norwich 


Sam D'Aprile 
84 Troup Street 
Rochester 


Every FCA member shculd now have received his copy 
of the PCA Roster. It conteins blank space for in- 
serting the names of NEW members as they are pub- 
lished each month in Fanorama. Keep your "oster current. 


NEW YORK (CONT'D) 


Richard H. Boutillette 
Dale Road, Mtd. Rte. 
Rome 


Francis Monahan 
148 North Washington Street 
Rome 


Alexander G. Greene 
935 Erie Boulevard, East 
Syracuse 


OHIO 


Steven C. Wahonik 
Ray land 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Leon Schreiber 
1818 Hamilton Street 
Allentown 


Benjamin J. Loquaste 
1341 Lehigh Street 
Easton 


Robert W. Leary 

18 Bells Mill Road 
Erdenheim 
Philadelphia 18 


Richard W. Smith 
Smitty's Drive-In 
Quakertown 


Ted M. Freedman 
129 West Market Street 
York 


TEXAS 
Jay F. Bitting 


1542 North Alamo 
San Antonio 2 


WISCONSIN 


Donald Walkner 
4755 South 53rd Street 
Milwaukee 


WYOMING 
Charles H. Moore, M. D. 


3810 Reed Avenue 
Cheyenne 











SOME COMMENTS ON THE LATER MODEL 
FRONT SUSPENSION 


For those who became accustomed to 
the earlier model Porsche steering 
characteristics, the 1956 and later 
models come as quite a shock. To some, 
it is an improvement, but judging from 
the volume of mail received, there are 
at least a few, and you may number 
yours truly in this group, who are dis- 
appointed and at times a little dis- 
mayed, 


Whereas it is conceded that the 
modifications made in the front sus- 
pension of the later models are an 
improvement in principle, we feel 
that the changes were a bit too dras- 
tic, with the result that the cars 
are now a trifle too Americanized. 


With the earlier models, there was 
Only a very slight degree of caster 
in the front wheels so that steering, 
especially at high speeds, was ex- 
tremely light. This can be quite 
hair-raising at first, but when one 
becomes accustomed to it, it can al- 
so be extremely pleasurable. However, 
it would frequently occur that the 
front torsion springs would become 
"tired" and the resultant droop- 
snoot eliminated substantially if not 
all of the originally designed caster, 
and the only remedy for ‘this, outside 
of replacing the front torsion bars, 
is to drop the rear end a bit by de- 
cambering the rear wheels to restore 
at least some amount of caster in the 
front wheels. This was almost essen- 
tial, since a droop-snoot was almost 
always accompanied by a marked ten- 
dency to shimmy on almost any occa- 
sion and with the slightest provoca- 
tion. The earlier models were also 
prone to transmitting a great deal of 
road shock to the steering wheel even 
when brand-new, 


To provide greater stability at 
higher speeds and to minimize the 
amount of road shock transmitted to 
the steering wheel, the factory has, 
in the later models, considerably in- 
creased the caster angle of the front 
wheels and has fitted a hydraulic 
damping unit to the steering linkage. 
To say that they have accomplished 
their aims is an understatement, but 
at the same time, a very objectionable 
feature, at least according to some of 
us, has been introduced. Namely, the 
later models require a much greater 
steering effort, and the tighter the 
turn, the more effort required. Also, 
a marked amount of the "feel" of the 
road has been eliminated. 
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The problem is, then, for those in- 
terested, how to regain at least a bit 
of the older model characteristics. 
First of all, we may want to decamber 
the rear wheels a bit, not too much, 
but some, in order to get the rear end 
to tracking the way we would like. 
However, this will only increase the 
effective front wheel caster angle, 
and this is the real villain, as far 
as we are concerned. So, we would 
also like to drop the front end of 

the car some, and preferably by a 
greater amount than we lowered the 
rear by decambering, in order to re- 
duce the caster angle of the front 
wheels. This we can do, at least in 
most of the '56 models and all of the 
'57 models. 


Again, moderation is the word, be- 
cause we would like to avoid bottom- 
ing on at least the smoother roads. 
Therefore, if we are going to go in 
this direction, it will probably be 
best to look around for some stiffer 
shock absorbers to fit. The Philadel- 
phia Shock Absorber Company can supply 
our needs here. They manufacture both 
a standard and competition type shock 
absorber especially for Porsches. For 
the earlier models, up to 1956, they 
provide a standard, high speed and 
competition shock absorber, and for 
1956 and later cars, provide a stan- 
dard and a competition shock absorber. 
The competition shock absorber is 
quite stiff, and for the earlier 
models, the combination of competi- 
tion shocks in the rear and high 
speed shocks in front seems to give 
very good results. No detailed re- 
sults are in as yet on the shocks 
for the '56 and later models, but 
personal opinion at the present time 
would favor competition shocks all 
the way around on the '56 and later 


cars. 
Nest, we can start on the hydrau- 
lic dampener on the steering linkage. ) 


The first temptation is to remove 
this unit and use it for a door stop, 
but this is a trifle drastic although 
by no means fatal. Alternatively, we 
can take the unit apart and increase 
the effective bleed passage capacity 
by judicious use of a drill. In 
several cases known to us, this pro- 
cedure has produced very pleasant 
results. 


Aside from the above, there is very 
little at the present we can recommend. 
We do have one or two untried ideas, 
which we will proceed with very short 
ly, and if these prove to be at all 
successful, they will be passed on. 











RECENT AND READABLE 





There seems to be a shortage of 6 Ow 
material on the Porsche on the maga- 
zines we are seeing these days; how- 


h icked the followi 
tinea a Se 


Motor Trend - July 1957 - p. 48. Walt DON’T MISS IT! 


Woron in his "Driving Around" column 
gives his impressions of a detuned 








Spyder. The impression is - though he The compilation of technical 
doesn't say - that this is the 550RS, articles from Vol. I of PANO 
not the 550A RS (in other words, no has been completed. "Up-Fixing 
space frame). This is an interesting Der Porsche" is now available 
impression, and Walt is an obvious fan to all members at 45¢ a copy. 
among the Fifth Estate, our only regret 
is that he is sometimes inclined not In order to facilitate book- 
to be too accurate. keeping and the actual mailing 
of these reprints, it is re- 
Motor Trend - June 1957 - p. 48. Walt quested that those who have 
Woron in his "Driving Around" column previously sent in requests 
again - this time, a 1600 Convertible for copies re-order, enclosing 
Dame. Same comments as above. coins or checks to cover the 


cost. Send your requests to 
AutoCourse - Vol. VII, No. 14, May 1957. 























Never have we seen better race report- John Snyder 
ing - crisp, accurate, understandable 4400 Ridge Street 
and with a minimum of British bias. Chevy Chase 15, Md. 
Trafalgar Press Ltd., Westminster, 
London, S. W. 1, will furnish a sample ————— SS 
copy for 75¢ (I sent a check in U.S.). 
The annual subscription rate is $6.50. TREASURER'S REPORT 
Not a Porsche magazine by any stretch 
of the imagination, but full of well January 1, 1957 through June 30, 1957 
written technical articles and good 
coverage of all automotive subject Cash Receipts: 
areas. Cash on hand, 1-1-57 $ 1019.62 
Dues collected, Jan. 1103.00 
Road & Tract - August 1957 - p. 30. Dues collected, Feb. 1209.00 
Rcad Test Porsche 1600 Coupe. It's Dues collected, Mar. 1579.00 
always hard to know whom to believe Dues collected, Apr. 510.00 
when you read a road test, especially Dues collected, May 990.00 
in the performance figures. By a co- Dues collected, June 325.00 
incidence, Road & Track and Sports Cars Miscellaneous income 86 
Illustrated both tested the Morris Minor Badges sold 650.00 
1000 and reported the results in the Donations to Sebring film 650.00 
August issue. Some startling differ- Pins and patches sold 211.50 
ences: ; 
R&T SCI $ 7610.73 
0 - 60 31.2 sec. 25.7 sec. 
Standing 1/4 mi. 24.0 " ae.0 * Disbursements: 
Stationery & printing $ 143.91 
While we like to err on the side of Mailing & postage 205.20 
conservatism, either R&T always gets Porsche Panorama 1077.54 
the slower cars, or their test drivers Badges 1039.75 
have lighter feet. R&T gives the 1600 Publicity 20.00 
Normal Coupe 0-80 in 26.1 seconds, and Bank charges .-30 
that's not bad. The other day a friend Miscellaneous expense 17.00 
of ours who drives a completely produc- Accounting fees 50.00 
tion 1600 Super Speedster was clocked Advances to Porsche Parade 249.21 
through the traps on a 1/5 mi. strip Petty cash fund 25.00 
at 85 m.p.h., with a lapsed time of 15 Sebring Movie Film 295.47 
seconds. We don't even like to think Jacket patches 188.73 
of the Porsche as a dragster (which it 
ain't), but we don't think it's as $ 3346.61 
much of a "pooper" as this Road Test 
indicates, Cash on hand, 6-30-57 $ 4264.12 
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TO ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 


With all the hustle and bustle of 
the Parade going on, I haven't had 
time to send out a general letter to 
you all. The Willow Grove meeting is 
reported elsewhere in this issue. I 
just want to add that at long last 
the PORSCHE-PCA-SEBRING film is now 
ready for you to use at meetings. 

It will be shown at the PARADE so 
you will have a prevue then. 


Because there will be some demand 
and we only have one copy, scheduling 
will be necessary. The only cost to 
PCA members will be the insured ship- 
ping expense to return the filn. 


Send your request giving date want- 
ed and an alternate date in case of 
conflict to 

Bill Sholar 
1542 Mt. Eagle Place 
Alexandria, Virginia 


SEE YOU AT THE PARADE 


John Markon, N.Y-, Cloud Bank Hill Climb 








